Meadows Valley High School
Horticulture
School Year 2009-2010
Instructor:  Loretta McConnor
Text:  Reiley, H. Edward and Shry, Carroll L.   Introductory Horticulture, 6th edition, Delmar / Thomson Learning, Albany, New York, 2002. 
Course Description: This course will assist students in learning the essential information needed to explore the exciting field of horticultural science.  One of the most rapid growth areas in the field of agriculture is that of horticulture.  This new-found interest is due to increasing awareness by the public, as people look inwardly at a need to be closer to nature and outwardly at a world in which efficient methods of food production and conservation of land are increasingly important.
Course Objectives: 
1.  To obtain an overview of the horticulture industry and jobs available in the 
field so that a career choice can be made.
2.  To explain the basic needs of plants and the various factors that make up their environment.
3.  To understand the various methods of plant propagation.
4.  To understand the control of plant pests through natural, biological means.
5.  To identify plant pests and weeds, select and apply the appropriate pesticide/herbicide, and to use these pesticides/herbicides safely.
6.  To plant and maintain various types of container gardens.
7.  To plant and maintain annuals, perennials, vegetables, small fruits, trees, and shrubs in the landscape.
Course Content:
Exploring the Horticulture Field       


  Plant Propagation
Plant Science    




               -by Cuttings
 Parts of the Plants and Their Functions     

  -by Layering and Division
Basic Plant Processes    



  -by bulbs, corms, & tubers

Plant Growth and Development    
                             -by Tissue Culture
Soil Science     




                -by Budding & Grafting     
Organic Matter and Fertilizers


        Soil Fertility Weeds and Their Control                

Integrated Pest Management 


                 Composting

Plant Disease Identification



    Interior Plants and Bonsai
Plant Identification    



                 Container Gardening  
Plant Taxonomy         


                              Landscape Design
Pesticide Use



                              Tools of the Trade
Seasonal Projects: Floral design, wreaths, forced bulbs, stepping stones, “Hypertufa” pots
Class Weighting Procedure
Homework and Labs----47%  Late homework will lose 50% if it’s turned in one day late.  After 
that, no credit will be given.
Tests-----------------------40%  Tests will be given following the end of each  2 or 3 units.
Quizzes--------------------10%  Quizzes may be unannounced; will be worth 10-30                   points.
Mini-reports----------------3%  A mini-report is at least one full page written on any  subject related to horticulture.  You may do up to four each nine weeks, but are only required to do one.  The       rest will count as extra credit.  These are to be written in your own words, not cut and pasted from the Internet.  In other words, do not plagiarize. Use 12pt. type and double-space between lines.
Grading Procedure
90 – 100 A
80 – 89   B
70 – 79    C
60 – 69   D
Below 60 F
Evaluation- Grades will be based on your performance on tests, assignments, labs, and mini-reports.
Students will be prepared for class at all times with writing utensils, paper, text, and other necessary materials requested by the teacher.
I have read this sheet so that I know what to expect in Horticulture.
Student’s Signature____________________________________________
I have read this sheet so that I know what is expected of my student in Horticulture.
Parent/Guardian_______________________________________________
